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"PREFACE. 


HE Expulſion of the fx u- 
dunts from St. Edmund-Hall 
Oxford has already made much 
noiſe in the world. There is little 
appearance at preſent of that affair 
being dropped in ſilence, or buried 
an oblivion” For the Rev. Dr. 
{Nowell has, at laſt, publiſhed his 
account of that memorable event, in 
a letter to the author of Piezas Oxo- 
menfis. And IT am glad to hear 
from an advertiſement in the news- 
paper, that this able and judicious 
Gentleman is again coming forth 
in defence of theſe injured youths, 
as well as to juſtify himſelf againſt 
-the charges and accuſations which 
Dr. Nowel/ has brought againſt 
him. I have only attended to the 
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iv PR E F A C E. 

Doctor's inconſiſtency i in the fingle 
point of juſtification; but the au- 
thor of Pietas Oxonienfis, I doubt 
not, will fully anſwer the Doctor's 
whole book. And the Maſter of 
Arts will be found an overmatch for 
the great Divine. However it is 
well for him, that he is out of the 
reach of the late aſſeſſors and their 
judicial proceedings; elſe, what 


could he have expected but the 
dreadful ſentence of their greater 


excommunication, 7þ/o facto? 


In the reading of Dr. Mowell's 
letter, how muſt chriſtian minds, 
generous and humane hearts, have 
been charmed, if they had found 
many of the Doctor's pages devoted 
to the noble purpoſes of ſetting 

forth, what tender affection was 
manifeſted, what kind remonſtran- 
ces were made, what pious inſtruc- 
tions were given, and what long- 
| ſuffering, 


FREEEAGE vr 
ſuffering 'and forbearance had been 
exerciſed, towards theſe young ſtu- 
dents, in order to convince them of 
their faults and reclaim them from 
their errors, before any judicial pro- 
ceedings were had againſt them, or 
the ſentence of expulſion was pro- 
nounced upon them? Had this 
been the caſe, how muſt every 
noble mind have applauded the 
conduct of theſe venerable heads of 
houſes ?® How plealing to have 
found in the Doctor's letter, that 
he and his brethren acted towards 
them under the influence of the 
apoſtolic ſpirit, being gentle among 
them, even as a nurſe cheriſbeth her 
children—ceaſing not to warn them 
night and day—and praying alſo 
exceedingly for them, How mult 
chriſtian hearts have been won and 
engaged to theſe patrons of good 
works, had the Doctor proved that 
both he and his brethren acted 
A's: agreeable 
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agreeable to the wi/dom that 13 
from above, which is firſt pure, then 
peaceable, gentle, eaſy to be entreat- 
ed, full of mercy and good fruits, 
without partiality, (or wrangling) 
and without bypocriſy ? James iii. 17. 
but alas! how muſt every candid 
and impartial mind be ſtruck with 
amazement and filled with con- 
cern, when they find nothing of 
all this proved by the IDs 80 
that we may v4 aſſured that no 
preparatory means were uſed to 
reclaim them from their ſuppoſed 
errors and hereſies. Not one ſingle 
word is to be met with that ac 
covers the leaſt affection for them. 
Nay, we do not ſo much as find 
that theſe heretical youths were 
once offered the uſual alternative 

allowed even from the bittereſt 

perſecutors in the aan; reign, 
Turn or burn. No; they were 


judged too ignorant ever to be 
inſtructed: 


PREFACE vi 


inſtructed : too heterodox ever to 
be reclaimed : too far gone ever 
to be convinced: and too worthleſs 
to deſerve the leaſt care or concern. 
In ſhort, they were Methodi/ts — 
and therefore they muſt have juds- 
ment without mercy. And however 
generous and noble it may appear, 
yet is not the Doctor frequently 
found in his letter, not only tri- 
umphing in his victory over them, 
but alſo ſeemingly delighted to treat 
them with contemptuous ſneer, and 
ſevere ſatyr? Is it not enough, that 
they are expelled from him, but as 
though they were ſtill deſerving of 
greater ſeverities than they a 
met with, their terrible crimes and 
high miſdemeanors muſt be held up 
re public view and exaggerated 
to heighten popular indignation ? 
Thus have they been, and thus 
they {till are, treated as he filth of 


the 
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the world and the off- - ſcouring of all” 
ves [ch / Vaſtly delicate this! 


But thoug h they are expelled 
ſtudents of a Univerſity, yet they 
are not too mean to be the objects 
of the love and care of the moſt 
high Gop. Still, it is hoped, they 
are ſtudents in the ſchool of Chriſt, 
and that the Gop they ſerve will 
make all grace abound in them, 
and cauſe all things to work toge- 
ther for good to them. He ſuffers 
their faith to be tried; and, young 
as they are, to be called zo endure, 
. Seeing him who is inviſible. Still it 
is their happy mercy to know, that 

Herily there is a reward for the 
righteous, verily there is a God ' who 


judgeth in the earth, Pſalm lviii. 1 1. 


They have his throne of grace to 
appeal to, and I truſt and pray, 
that the uſe they ever make of it, 
will be earneſtly to pray for thoſe, 


who 
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who have deſpitefully uſed and 
perſecuted them; and that they 
may be enabled to rejoice in being 
thus in early part of life revzled, 
and baue all manner of evil ſpo- 

ken againſt them falſly for Chriſt's 
fake. As the chriſtian mind can- 
not but ſympathize with them, the 
chriſtian heart will alſo pray for 
them, that in their patience they 
may poſſeſs their ſouls. Hard indeed 
muſt have been the fate of theſe 
youths, if they were examined as 
to the belief of their hearts con- 
cerning the juſtification and ſalva- 
tion of their ſouls, by the rule of 
Dr. Mowell's ſentiments upon theſe 
points. And alſo ſtill greater was 
their hardſhip, in being expelled 
the Univerſity for their profound 
ignorance in not underſtanding the 


Doctor upon theſe important arti- 
cles! 5 


While 


A 
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While I was attending to his 
aſſertions; a preachment of one of 
his Reverend and Orthodox Bre- 
thren came into my mind. After 
this clergyman had been free! 


inveighing againſt. the Merhodifis 


for their pretenſions to ſpiritual 
feelings, and had for ſome time 
harrangued upon the abſurdity and 
enthuſiaſm of all ſuch pretenſions, 
he took his leave of theſe modern 
fanatics with roundly aſſerting, 
they were of that very fort of 
people whom St. Paul long ſince 


_ deſcribed, as BEING PAST FEELING. 


How near the Doctor reſembles the 
| confiftency of this Reverend Bro- 
ther in his aſſertions upon juſtifica- 
tion, will appear from his own 


words extracted from the 123d and 


124th pages of his letter. Reader, 
they are here preſented to thee in 
a contraſted VIEW 3 REA and 
JUDGE. 


THE 


S SAS SAAT 
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THE 


CONTRAST, Oe. 


OW is it that after fo 
cloſe a connection with 
each other, and that tender affection which 


has ſo long ſubſiſted between us, we 
ſhould! at laſt ſo widely differ from each 
other? Why, ſuch an irreconcileable diſa- 


Pub. Orater. 


greement between us, and that too on a point 


of the utmoſt importance? and wherefore 
have we expoſed our variance to open view, 


and ourſelves thereby to public cenſure ? 


Dr. Nowell, It is you muſt anſwer for 
all this, not I, What I bave written, I 
bave written, It has had the approbation 
and the imprimatur of the preſent Vice- 
Chancellor. I ſhall not retract any thing I 
have advanced, for I can defend all I have 


aſſerted. What! do you think, the Prin- 
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cipal w St. Mary Hall will give up his 


judgment to the public Orator of the Uni- 


verjity ? No, not I, truly Sir. 

P. Or. Nay, but Brother, I have a 
right to retort your queſtion. Do you ſup- 
poſe, that the Public Orator will yield to 
the Principal of St. Mary Hall? No Sir, 
why ſhould I? am I not fleſh of your fleſh 
and bone of your bone? ought we not 
therefore to be of one heart and one mind ? 


ſhould we not ſpeak the ſame thing? The 


public has a right to expect this, and if we 


do not, we ſhall both ſuffer equal ſhame. 
For if a houſe divided againſt itſelf cannot 


Rand, verily, a man divided againſt him- 


ſelf, muſt fall. 

Dr. N. Pray then, why did you ſo flatly 
contradict, what I had ſo poſitively affirmed 
in my letter to Pietas Oxonienſis? I ſpoke 
ſound words, which cannot be condemned. 
I advanced good Gan, which cannot be 
diſproved. 

P. Or. Why, did I contradict your ſound 
words and your good doctrine? Could I 


|  tamely and i oy you advance the very 


quinteſ- 


[ 13 ] | 
quinteſſence of Methodiſm ? Could I obſerve 
ſuch aſſertions from your pen, which if 
you really believed in your heart, you muſt 
be a downright Met hodiſt yourſelf, and yet 
not attempt to guard againſt the errors of 
your doctrine ? No, Sir. I muſt tell you 
plainly,, you have again and again abſo- 
lutely given up the main point of juſtifica- 
tion into the hands of the enemy. For let 
your advanced ſentences ſtand, and I war- 
rant you Methadiſin will flow in with a full 
tide; and I defy all your art and ſcience 

to ſtop the rapid torrent. You have really 
aſſerted ſuch things as give Pietas Oxo- 
nienſis all the advantage againſt us, he could 
poſſibly have wiſhed for on that point of 
doctrine. Now you have my reafons why 
I fo cloſely followed your ſentences, and 
why I fo flatly denied, what you ſo poſi- 
tively aſſerted. 

Dr. N. I cannot ſee things in that light. 
P. Or. No! pray read what you have 

advanced. | 
Dr. N. I ſay to Pietas Oxonienſis, ee As to 
*« the doctrine of JusTIFICATION BY 
B 2 « FAITH, 


— 
ill 
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cc Farrn,” let us ſee wherein we differ, 
Firſt then we all hold, that we are juſtified 
freely by God's grace. That ———- 
(page 123.) | 

PF. Or. Stop! ſtop! all bold! priy who 
holds any ſuch thing, that we are juſtified 
FREELY by God's grace? All the Metho- 
diſis may profeſs this; but who elſe ? Are 
there any here, I pray you, who would 
chooſe to be included in your word ALL? 
I think not one, ſince we have purged the 
Univerſity of the leaven of fanaticiſm. 


Therefore I poſitively aſſert, on the other 


hand,” that it is in direct oppoſition to 
your free juſtification, and your Gop's 
grace, I would hope, that all who believe 
« the goſpel would agree, that good works 


© are the neceflary condition both of our 


4e juſtification and ſalvation,“ bd. I muſt 
clog your wheels, for I ſee you are driving 
furiouſly into the Methoditical road. For 
if I allow that we are juſtified . Freely by 
God's grace, we inſtantly loſe ſight of all 


condition of works, yea effectually exclude 
them : for if by grace, then” it is no more of 


WOrks, 


[15 ] 
wor bs, otherwiſe grace is no more grace. But 
F it be works, then it is no more of grace; 
otherwiſe work 1s no more work. 

Dr. N. Pray let me proceed, We all 
« hold that there is no merit in good 
ec works,” 761d, 

P. Or. No, what are they good for 
then? Caſt them all away to the moles and 
to the bats, I pray you. What ate you 
running into the very error which our 
ſtrongeſt oppoſers are ever advancing ? 
Why will you then endeavour to join 
things of 20 merit to the merits of Chriſt, 
and call ſuch trifles conditions too of our 
juſtification and ſalvation ? But pray go 
hy 8 

Dr. N. « We are not to place our de- 
tt pendence, or reſt our plea, on any works 
* we have done, or can do, but only on 
te the mercy of Gor, and the merits of 
tt our Redeemer,” 7619. 


P. Or. I deny it; I flatly, I politively, 


I peremptorily deny it all. I till aftert, 
works are a neceſſary condition.—Not to 


place our dependence not to reſt our plea 


—only—on the mercies of Gop and only on 
| the 
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the merits of our Redeemer ! If I have per- 
formed a condition, I will depend on it, 
ay and plead it too, or elſe a fig for ſuch 
a condition. Why you make no more of 
a neceſſary condition, than if it was but a 
feather in the air, or a bubble on the wa- 
ter. A thing not fit to place the leaſt de- 
pendence on, not to make any plea of. 
What ſort of a condition is that, which 
I am enjoined to fulfil, in order to receive 
ſome expected good, and yet after I have 
performed my condition, truly you come 
and tell me, © Sir, you mult not place any 
te dependence, or reſt any plea, upon your 
© having complied with the condition?“ 
I ſhould reply, Indeed, Sir, but I will. 
I have a right to depend; I have a right to 
plead ; yea I have a right to demand of 
you, Fulfil your word of promiſe, for I 
have performed my work of condition. If 
you will not allow me to make a merit of 
my work, yet ſurely I have a juſt right to 
challenge and plead for what I have juſtly 
Earned. Therefore, I ſay, your depending 
upon, and your pleading ONLY, the mercy of 
Gop, and ONLY the merits of our Redeemer, 


ITY 

puts us upon the level with mere depen- 
dent beggars, inſtead of able workers, term- 
fulfillers and condition-performers. And 
indeed, if you go on at this rate, I ſhould 
not wonder, next to hear ſuch a profuſion 
of Met bodiſtitul rant as, that we mult give 
all the glory of our juſtification and ſalva- 
tion, intirely to the riches of Gop's free 
grace in Chriſt Jeſus—that proud, ſelf-ſuf- 
ficient, ſelf-righteous man, muſt be ſtript 
of all boaſt of his good works—muſt place 
no dependence on them — and that his 
mouth muſt be entirely ſtopped, as to any 
plea he can make of works which he hath 
done or can do, in point of his juſtification. 
So you ſee what lengths you are advancing 
to; and you ſee alſo the neceſſity I was 
under to contradict your aſſertions and to 
guard your doctrine. And therefore, upon 
my principles, I had a juſt right to demand 
of Pietas, What do you mean then by 
ce cenſuring thoſe who look to a righ- 
t teouſneſs of their own, made up of 
* terms, qualifications and conditions, 
te and ſuch-like trumpery for acceptance 
« before God? and aſſerting, that works 

ce are 


* 
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« are. no parts, nor conditions of our 
« juſtification ?” page 124. This I had 
a right to aſk upon my principles, where- 
as upon yours you had none; for truly 
you ſwallow up all our terms, qualifica- 
tions and conditions. in Gop's free grace, 
.and the merits of our Redeemer. And as 
to our works, you make them mere 
trumpery indeed; ſuch traſh, that we are 
to place no dependence on, nor make any 
plea of. Thus, behold, I have thrown 
the gauntlet; you have quitted the field. 
I have maintained the fight; you have 
ſtruck to the enemy. = 
Dr. N. No; I think not. I have 
boldly charged the foe; kept the field, 
and obtained the victory. I have de- 
manded of him, Parts or conditions,” 
are theſe ſynonimous terms? Pray, Sir, 
what do you underſtand by parts? Wo 
hold, as well as you, that _ 

P. Or. You are got at your holding 
again—* and we hold as well as you.” 
This is ſo like treating and temporiſing with 
the enemy, that I don't like it at all. I 
do not hold at all with him. I hate to 
: hold 
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hold with the hare and run with the 


hounds ; therefore why ſhould you pretend 
to it? If you have any meaning in your 
words, they prove too much. Well, but 
let us hear what you thus hold. 


Dr. N. That « Juſtification is the act 
&* of Gop alone,” 761d, 


P. Or. This is true, we all hold that; but 


only take care to ſecure this point, that we 
have the power in ourſelves of procuring 
juſtification by our own works. Pray read on. 

Dr. N. Conferred on us freely by his 
&«. grace,“ ibid. 

P. Or. But not till fairly earned, by our 
works, mind that. Iwonder you are ſo fond 
of repeating this phraſe God's grace, it ſavours 
too much of the Methodiſi cant. While your 


ſound of grace is heard, I muſt, I ſhall, ever 


exalt works to procure it; for I am jealous 
of the very term grace. If juſtification is 
conferred on us by the free favcur of Gop, 
good works are utterly caſhiered, and con- 
ditions have no exiſtence, in the article of 
juſtification. But pray proceed. 
Dr. N. Our good works have no pro- 
«« per efficiency, in the act of our juſtifi- 
C ee cation 


20 
« cation have no worth or merit in them,” 
„ 
P. Or. So then you again give it up, that 
our neceſſary condition of juſtification and 
ſalvation is a thing, not only of no merit, 
but of no worth neither a meer worthleſs 
term, an inſignificant qualification? That 


it has no proper efficiency in the act of 
juſtification. What then is it a neceſſary 


condition, that has an improper efficiency 
in producing it? Mighty pretty truly. But 
I will hear you out. 

Dr. N. We have all ſinned and come 
« ſhort of the glory of Gop, and can be 
* juſtified and ſaved only by faith, by a re- 
« liance on the mercies and merits of 
Chriſt, ”:6:9. . 

P. Or. Worſe and worſe! This is the 
very top- ſtone of enthuſiaſm. A fine ſenti- 
ment truly! But it is no more than I ex- 
pected from your ſpeaking ſo much, We 
« all hold as well as you.” Why you are 
now plunged into the very depths of Me- 
thodiſim. We can be juſtified and ſaved 
« only by faith! only by a reliance on the 
« mercies and merits of Chriſt !” Say, can 

Dot the 
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the moſt ſtrenuous advocate for Methodiſin 
go beyond this? You complained at our 
firſt ſetting- out, that I flatly contradicted 
what you poſitively affirmed. I am ſure 
you have done this by me with a witneſs. 
Juſtified and ſaved ONLY by faith, by a 
reliance ONLY on the mercies and merits 
of Chriſt! What then becomes of our 
works, our neceſſary conditions, our ful- 
filling of terms, and our obtaining qualifi- 
cations? Why you effectually exclude 
them all by your onLY; you have now 
given them all a fatal blow, even their 
death's-wound. O tell it not in the Uni- 
verſity of Oxford! publiſh it not in the 
ſtreets of Cambridge! leſt Pielas rejoice, and 
the ſons of Methodiſm triumph. 

But I follow cloſe at your heels, and I 
muſt again flatly contradict what you ſo 
poſitively affirm; you compel me to it. 
And therefore I do declare, in direct oppo- 
ſition to all you have advanced, * that good 
« works, though imer fect and worthleſs, 
are yet required by God as neceſſary 
* terms, qualifications and conditions, both 


CES” « of 
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« of our juſtification and ſalvation, . and 
* that we cannot be juſtified and ſaved 
te without them,” ibid. This my opinion 
will ever remain in full force againſt all that 
you advance of “ being juſtified freely by 
“ Gop's grace — * that we are not to 
e place our dependence, or reſt our plea 
„ on any works that we haye done or can 
e do, but only on the mercy of Gop, and 
e the merits of our Redeemer ”"— “ that 
c juſtification is conferred on us freely by 
% Gop's grace“ * that we can be juſtified 
e and ſaved only by faith, by a reliance on 
* the mercies and merits of Chriſt.” In the 
name of wonder, where have you picked up 
all theſe quaint phraſes? Surely, you have 
been dabbling with ſome old puritanic author, 
or ſome modern fanatic ſeribler. You know 
theſe phraſes are not natural to vs, but are 
looked on by zs as exoticks. But theſe, and a 
thouſand more, ſuch-like Me:bodi/tical phra- 
ſes, muſt all be annihilated ; muſt all va- 
nith like the miſt before the riſing ſun, 
while imperfect and worthleſs works are 
firmly maintained as neceſſary terms, qua- 
lifications and conditions, both of our juſti- 
HY genie 


SE 

| fication and ſalvation, I willnot barely aſſert, 
but alſo prove this point. I ſhall now con- 
firm my doctrine from practice and experi- 
ence, and bid you farewel. Suppoſe now, 
that you and J, and the reſt of the heads of 
houſes, really and truly did hold and believe 
in our hearts that we are juſtified FREELY 
by Gop's grace, and are ſaved NLV by 
faith—that we are not to place any depen- 
dence, or reſt any plea on any works that 
we have done or can do, but oNLx on the 
mercy of Gop and the merits of our Re- 
deemer—ſhould we then, think you, ever 
have laid cur beads together to have expelled 
the fix fludents from St. Edmund- Hall? No; 
I warrant you. Thele tenets would have ſo 
effectually tied our hands, that we ſhould 
never have effected that work; but be- 
lieving and holding, that works, yea worth- 
 teſs works, are required as neceſſary terms 
qualifications and conditions both of juſtifi- 
cation and ſalvation; therefore we were true 
to our principles; we held faſt the unity of 
our faith, that we cannot be juſtified and 
ſaved without worthleſs works, and ſo we 
joined heart and hand, and performed hat 
. 85 | work 
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work of expelling them from our ſociety. 
And thus we SHEWED OUR FAITH BY OUR 
WORKS ; ſo that all men may ſee now ouR 
FAITH WROUGHT WITH OUR WORKS, AND | 


THAT BY THIS WORK, OUR FAITH 16 
MADE PERFECT, | 


EEX TUK KN 
N A N 8. 


ERE we ſee it is as plain, as though 
--* wrote with a ſun- beam, that Dr. No well 
poſitively aſſerts, that he holds Juſtifica- 


tion by faith oNLY, conferred on us freely 
byGod's grace, as it is poſſible for words to 
do. Yea, he hath allo as ſtrongly decried 


all mncrit of works, all worth of works, all 
dependence on works, all plea of works, and 
all efficiency of works in the matter of a ſin- 
ner's juſtification in the fight of God, as it 
is poſſible for any one to do. While the 
Doctor ſtands to this, he is to be viewed, 
owned and revered as a ſound Proteſtant 
miniſter of the church of England. O that 
that he were made ſtedfaſt in this faith 
without wavering | for this is the very eſſen- 


tial 
# 


1 

tial, the very central point between Pro- 
teſlantiſim and Popery; between a miniſter 
of Chriſt and a miniſter of antichriſt : for 
whoever 1s eſtabliſhed in this important 
truth, it is moſt ſure would never vote for 
the expulſion of any ſtudent for holding 
the doctrine of free juſtification by faith 
oh. | 

But then, what muſt we ſay to this 
after declaration of the Doctor's? * Good 
« works, though zmperfec} and worthleſs, 
te are yet requir'd by God as neceſſary terms, 
« qualifications and conditions, both of our 
ce juſtification and falvation, and that we 
« cannot be juſtified and ſaved without 
oy them.” Really it is very puzling to ac- 
count for this declaration, ſo contrary to his 
former aſſertions: To reconcile them is as 
abſolutely impoſſible, as to prove that two 
direct contradictions mean one and the 
ſame thing. Why the Doctor thus chooſes 
to embaraſs his words and confound 
his meaning, who can ſay? That Popiſh 
prelate biſhop Gardner, uſed to ſay of the 
doctrine of juſtification by faith only, That 
it was a good ſupper-doctrine, but not 


« fit 
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« fit to breakfaſt on.” Now whether the 
Doctor propoſes to treat us with two diſtinct 
meals, who can tell ? But it is really an awful 
thing thus to play faſt and looſe with divine 
truths: For verily our all, our eternal all 
depends upon our- believing in our hearts 
what the Lord Jeſus hath done for our juſti- 
fication and ſalvation, and that this is truly 
conferred on us by the grace of God, 
Suppole it were to be aſked the Doc- 
tor, Pray Sir, are you the only Principal of 
St. Mary-Hall, and the only Orator of the 

Univerſity? The Doctor would doubtleſs 
anſwer in the affirmative. But if he was to 
add, Pray mind, I do not mean by the 
adverb only to exclude Doctor ſuch a one, 
who is alſo a Principal of &. Mary-Hal! as 
well as myſelf; nor Doctor ſuch a one, 
who 1s alſo a Public Orator of the Univer- 
fity as well as me, ſhould we not think he 
was playing with words and trifting with 
ones perſon ? If he ſhould farther add, My 
own good qualifications, though imperfeci 
and worthleſs, are yet required as the neceſſa- 
ry terms and conditions of my holding and 
enjoying theſe honourable offices. 


Now, 


[27] 
Now, was it poſſible for any Doctor 


of divinity in the world to talk at this 
rate, ſhould we not think he talked wildly 
and ſtrangely ? ſhould we not pity him, and 
judge that he ſtood in need of a Doctor 
for the mind? The application is very na- 
tural, and vaſtly eaſy. There is a ſound 
mind in ſpiritual as well as in temporal 
things: But this is not natural to any man, no, 
not to the moſt learned Doctor; for an in- 
ſpired apoſtle ſays, God bath given us the ſpirit 
of @ ſound mind, 2 Tim. i. 7. That is, in the 
principles and doctrines of the goſpel. 
Therefore, this ſound mind is manifeſted 
in the preaching of the miniſters of Chriſt ; 
ſo that they do not preach Yea and Nay 
goſpel ; they do not ſpeak like men whoſe 
minds are diſtempered, and whoſe judg- 
ments are confuſed, in this matter, ſo as 
to aſſert one thing now, and preſently 
after declare the direct contrary : No; 
but all their preaching and writing, of he 
Son f God, Jeſus Chriſt, is YEA, 2 Cor. 
1. 29. that is, there is a perfect harmony, 
conſiſtency and agreement in their doctrine ; 
it is all of a piece: they hold and declare 
D that 
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that ſalvation is all of free-grace intirely, 
from firſt to laſt; that juſtification is not 
partly by faith and partly by works, but it 
is obtained for us ſolely by the grace of 
the Son of God: by the precious blood and 
perfect righteouſneſs of Jeſus; and that 
hereby we are juſtified freely and fully ; and 
that this is received and enjoyed by faith 
only: and therefore, being juſtified by faith, 
we have peace with God through our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, Rom. v. 1. and that all the promiſes 
of God in Chriſt, concerning the juſtification | 
and ſalvation of our ſauls, are Yea, and in 
him Amen, that is, poſitively ſure and abſo- 
lutely certain to every believer in Chriſt, 
to the glory of God, 2 Cor. i. 20, For thus 
God, through the juſtification and falvation 
of ſinners by Chriſt, ſecures wholly and 
ſolely all the glory to himſelf ; while the 
ſinful, loſt, and ruined ſons of men enjoy 
the comforts of grace by faith here, and 
the aſſured promiſes of ſalvation with eter- 
nal glory hereafter. But in direct oppo- 
ſition to all this, the Doctor tells us, Good 
* works, though 2mperfe# and worthleſs, 
are yet required by God as neceſſary 

f © terms, 
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« terms, qualifications and conditions both 4 
* of our juſtification and ſalvation, and that 
te we cannot be juſtified and ſaved without 
*« them.“ How to prove this, would be 
as difficult a taſk to the Doctor, as it is for 
the chriſtian reader to know where he 
learned this doctrine. Not from the Church 
of England J am ſure ; not from the word 
of God I am bold to declare. The church 
teaches, „Works done before the grace 
« of Chriſt, and the inſpiration of his Spi- 
* rit, are not pleaſing to God; they have 
the nature of fin,” in the Apoſtolick, Art. 
XIII. Now theſe are hr works. And 
are theſe what the Doctor means, that God 
requires as neceſſary conditions, &c. of 
juſtification ? Truly, he might as well tell 
us, that St. Paul's worthleſs works, of 
perſecuting Jeſus in his members, and 
oppoſing the truths of the Son of God, 
were required by God as neceſſary terms, 
qualifications and conditions of is juſtifi- 
cation and ſalvation. 
Again, the church declares, Art. XII. 
Good works are pleaſing and acceptable 


| c to God in Chriſt.” Are theſe what the 
; D 2 Decto 
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Doctor means as neceſſary conditions, &c. 
of juſtification? No; this cannot be nei- 
ther. For theſe good works are * the 
« fruits of faith, and follow after juſtifica- 
te tion.” We ſee, we firſt have faith, are 
firſt actually juſtified, before we can do any 
good woiks. And as thele follow after juſti- 
fication, therefore it would be vaſtly abſurd 
to ſay, they are required as neceſſary condi- 
tions, &c. of juſtification. Nor could he 
learn his notion from ſcripture, for that 
declares again and again, that we are juſti- 
fied in the ſight of God by the faith of 
Jeſus without works : and alſo, that God 
HATH SAVED us according to his mercy, not 
by works of righteouſneſs which we have done, 
Tit. iii. 5. Therefore good works, much 
Jels worthleſs works, as the Doctor calls 
them, do not put us into a ſtate of juſtifi- 
cation and ſalvation ; they do not entitle 
us to juſtification; they do not ſecure 
ſalvation to us. God doth not require 
them as neceſſary terms, qualifications and 
conditions, neither of juſtification nor ſal- 
vation; and yet God doth require them, 
but to far more noble ends and purpoſes, 

BED 


11 
even that we ſhould by them glorify God 
our Father, who hath loved us; honour 
God the Son who hath redeemed and ſaved 
us, and ſhew forth the praiſes of God the 
Holy Ghoſt who hath ſanctified us through 
the faith of Jeſus. As God created all 
things for his own glory; as this is the 
higheſt end he has in view, both in 
the kingdom of nature and grace; fo 
to nothing leſs, than to this glorious end 
are belieyers called to do good works, Yea 
they are God's workmanſhip, created in 
Chriſt Jeſus unto good works, which God had 
before ordained that they ſhould walk in them, 
Eph: ii. 10. Not as neceſſary conditions, &c. 
of juſtification and ſalvation; but * good 
te works neceſſarily ſpring out of a lively 


£ faith,” ſays our church. As this lively 


faith receives and embraces the. love of 
God the Father, in the grace and ſalvation 
of God the Son, by the gift and grace of 
God the Holy Spirit; ſo by this three-fold 
cord of love, believers are bound, to walk 
religiouſly in good works on earth, to the 
glory of God who HA juſtified and ſaved 
os them 


. 
them, till they come to the enjoyment of 
God in glory. 

Again, I would remark upon the Doctor's 
declaration, That good works, though in- 
« perfect and worthleſs, are yet required by 
* God as neceſfary terms, qualifications and 
* conditions of ourjuſtification and ſalvation,” 
that here are two very contradictory epithets 
given to one and the ſame thing, good and 
worthleſs. A pretty proof ef the author's 
ſpirit of contradiction! Pray how would 
the application of them appear to a perſon? 
How would the author like to b: called the 
good and worthleſs Dr. Nowell? or, how 
would the late aſſeſſors at a certain tribunal 
approve theſe appellations being given to 
them; or that their ſentence of expulſion 
| ſhould be called a good and worthleſs ſen- 
tence ? | 
But I would humbly and ferioufly ad- 
dreſs myſelf to the Doctor, who muſt cer- 
tainly and ſhortly appear before the judg- 
ment-ſeat of Chriſt, and would earneſtly 
entreat him to remember, that by our words 
we ſhall be juſtified, and by our words we ſhall 
be condemned; and therefore ſolemnly ad- 

Jy 
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conſider what he has here . Pi, 

Firſt, Is it not the groſſeſt inſult upon 
the moſt pure and holy God to fay, that he 
requires of us worthleſs works? yea that 
God requires theſe worthleſs works too as 
neceſſary terms, qualifications and condi- 
tions, both of our juſtification and falva- 
tion? O aſtoniſhing! what conditions are 


here urged of the greateſt bleſſings, which 


the God of all grace can poſſibly beſtow, and 
of the moſt important mercies which we 
poor ſinners can receive? 

Secondly, Is it not the higheſt pitch of 
arrogance, to preſume to join wortbleſs 
works with the infinitely glorious work of 
our dear Redeemer in the matter of our 
juſtification and ſalvation? what! is not 


the ſacrifice of the death of Chriſt, a full 


ſatisfaction and perfect atonement for all 
our ſins? hath not the precious blood of 
Chriſt, a divine efficacy to take away our 
fins? is not the everlaſtingly glorious righ- 


teouſneſs of Jeſus, all-ſufficient to juſtify 


our perſons ? but, how derogatory to the 
glory of the Son of God is it thus to talk 


of worthleſs works ? Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, Is it not to depreciate the very 
nature of good works, which the faithful 
are ever to be zealous to maintain, to call 
them wwortbleſs works ? | 

Fourthly, Is it not to open a wide door 
to licentiouſneſs? For if worthleſs works 
are required by God as neceſſary terms, 
qualifications and conditions both of juſti- 
fication and ſalvation, where is the ungod- 


ly ſinner, who has not performed the for- 


mer, and will therefore think himſelf 
juſtly entitled to the latter? Would not 
the Doctor ſhudder to patronize all this ? 
Before I conclude, I would juſt advert 
to that ſcripture and ſoul-humbling con- 
feſſion, which the Doctor makes, We 
« have all ſinned and come ſhort of the 
« olory of God.” Awful ſentence ! would 
God, what is here confeſſed with the pen, 
might be really felt in our hearts; ſo felt 
as to affect our minds, with ſuch a ſenſe 
of the burden of fin, the evil of fin, and 
the deplorable ſtate into which fin has actu- 
ally brought us, that we might not reſt till 
we enjoy the bleſſing of juſtification, even 


peace with God through Feſus Chriſt our Lord. 


For 


f 
c 
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For till this is the caſe, till the mind is 
duly affected with the ſenſe of fin, all is 
but meer talk and ſtrife of words (as to 
our own ſouls) about juſtification and fal- 
vation. | 

But do we indeed know and feel, that 
we have all finned and come ſhort of the glery 
of God? O may he grant us alſo * to know 
« and feel *, that there is none other name 
« under heaven given to man, in whoin 
« and through whom he may receive 
« health and ſalvation, but onLyY the 
& name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt.” But is 
it ſaid, Sirs, ye are brethren in the ruins 
and miſeries of the fall, wherefore then do 
ye ſtrive in your priſon-houſes of in ? 

To this I anſwer in truth, my principal 
aim in this work has been this. Seeing we 
are all priſoners in the body, under the 
ſentence of death for fin, and waiting the 
day of execution to come, and fince our 

| = heavenly 


* Know and feel! I am well aware that theſe words, 
by many who call themſelves Sons of our church too, are 
derided as the very dialect of Cant and Methodiſm. Be 
it ſo; ſtill they are found in the rubric of our church, 
and were inſerted by our venerable compilers, who be- 
lieved in their hearts what they prayed for with their 
lips. See the Viſitation of the ſick. 


FRE 
heavenly Father of his meer love, hath 
iſſued forth his ſovereign act of free grace 
and full pardon to us in and by his be- 
loved Son ; therefore with an eye to his' 
glory, with a real concern for the hope 
and comfort of my own, and the minds 
of my fellow-priſoners, I have aimed to 
prevent the grace and the glory which 
ſhine ſo reſplendent in our loving Lord's 
act of free grace from being eclipſed and 
darkned to our view by words without 
knowledge. For verily, thoſe clouds and 
vapours of I know not what terms, quali- 
fications and conditions which' ariſe from 
the earthly pride of human hearts, do 
ſadly darken and obſcure the clear ſhining - 
of the Sun of Righteouſneſs from our ſight, 
Therefore I conclude in the excellent 
words of Doctor Nowell, praying (if the 
Lord pleaſe) both he and all his brethren, 
may live in the belief of them in their 
fulleſt ſenſe, and die in the enjoyment of 
their richeſt comfort; wt CAN BE JOsT1- 
FIED AND SAVED ONLY BY FAITH, BY A 
RELIANCE ON THE MERCIES AND MERITS | 
of CHRIST. 44 AP 34 

F 


